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Synopsis

Nine African American students made history when they defied a governor and integrated an
Arkansas high school in 1957. It was the photo of one of the nine trying to enter the school a young
girl being taunted, harassed and threatened by an angry mob that grabbed the worlds attention and
kept its disapproving gaze on Little Rock, Arkansas. In defiance of a federal court order, Governor
Orval Faubus called in the National Guard to prevent the students from entering all white Central
High School. The plan had been for the students to meet and go to school as a group on September
4, 1957. But one student, Elizabeth didn’t, didnt hear of the plan and tried to enter the school alone.
A chilling photo by newspaper photographer Will Counts captured the sneering expression of a girl
in the mob and made history. Years later Counts snapped another photo, this one of the same two

girls, now grownup, reconciling in front of Central High School.
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Customer Reviews

Little Rock Girl 1957 is a very short book- only about 65 pages long- about the power of the
photograph on the right to bring the Civil Rights movement to the world’s attention. The photo is one

of the most powerful ones of the 20th century and certainl --NetGalleyInformative, includes index,



timeline, glossary and a page for online resources. Touches upon journalism and the impact of a
photo, and text itself is diverse enough for a broad range of grades (3rd and up). Haunting quote "I

had to learn...how to get fro --NetGalley

Shelley Tougas worked in journalism and public relations before writing childrenA¢a -4,¢s books.
She is the author of Little Rock Girl 1957: How a Photograph Changed the Fight for Integration,
which was among BooklistA¢a -4,¢s 2011 Top Ten EditorsA¢a -4,¢ Choices. Shelley lives, writes,

and reads in North Mankato, Minnesota.

This book really helped my class of fourth graders understand the very human part of the Civil
Rights Movement. They felt a personal connection to the Little Rock Nine. We talked about the
iconic picture on the cover for days and they were shocked by the anger they saw reflected in the
faces of the protesters. This book gave very interesting information about the photographer and also

what happened to the people after 1957.

This is a part of our cities’ past, as we live outside of Little Rock. | would recommend every child
have the opportunity to read this book. While not a pleasant reminder of the bias, misunderstanding
and indeed racism that occurred during that time, it is also the story of the hope and peace that can

come from reconciliation.

| bought this book for my son, they were having a reading challenge at school and this book was on
the list of required reading. After he read it, | ended up using it as a reference for a paper | wrote in
my college sociology course, race and ethnic group relations.Lots of great info and pics!

Great Book. The photographer captured history moments in time.

This was an awesome resource!!

| am not from this generation, but my parents are. Good to see some of the things that was
happening in that generation and what these nine kids did to help ot just people like my parents, but

me too.

Excellent



Very good informational material for the younger kids.
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